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Minnesota’s Results First Initiative
• Reviewing the policy challenge 

• Goal
• Produce benefit-cost estimates that are understood, trusted, and 

used by policy-makers

• Areas of Focus
• Corrections

• Human Services
• Beginning with Adult Mental Health



Program Inventory Partners

Adult Correction Adult Mental Health

DOC- Prisons DHS

DOC- Supervision Hennepin County

Dakota County Dakota County

Dodge, Fillmore, Olmsted (DFO) Olmsted County

Stearns County TBA



Status of the Benefit-Cost Analysis
• Adult Corrections updates
• Data collection

• Timeline

• Adult Mental Health
• Kickoff

• Timeline

• Website Launch:

mn.gov/mmb/results-first/

http://mn.gov/mmb/results-first/


Kick-Off Feedback



What is a Benefit-Cost Ratio?

MN Program Costs

MN resource use + 
rigorous research

Results First Model

Benefits

Costs



What’s Included in Benefits?



Sample Findings



Benefit-Cost Analysis Mock-Up



Next Steps
• Next advisory committee meeting will be after session

• Stakeholder outreach

• Survey of legislature and staff



Weston Merrick, Results First Coordinator

Weston.Merrick@state.mn.us 



Timeline


